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14 December 2017 
 
Dear Bruce 

 
DRAFT BUDGET 2018-19 PUBLICATION  

 
This afternoon I will publish Draft Budget 2018-19 as well as the Public Sector Pay Policy, 
the Equalities Budget Statement, a Carbon Assessment and a Scotland Performs Update. 
 
In my letter to the Finance Committee on 27 September 2017, I confirmed my intention to 
implement the recommendations of the Budget Process Review Group as quickly as 
possible, including implementing recommendation 44 on increasing transparency in time for 
Draft Budget 2018-19.  Ahead of this afternoon’s publication I thought it would be helpful to 
outline how the document itself will change in light of these recommendations. 
 
In response to recommendation 44, we have restructured elements of the budget to provide 
a greater delineation between the factual content and the policy priorities.  This has resulted 
in changes to the portfolio chapters and the creation of two new annexes.  In addition, the 
tables previously set out in Annex D, E & F have been expanded in light of the requirements 
in recommendation 44.   
 
One consequence of expanding these tables to include the key budget aggregates and the 
two prior years is that it is no longer feasible to incorporate the data previously presented in 
Annex F in the published document due to the physical size of the new tables.  Instead I 
intend to publish them digitally alongside the main budget document on the Scottish 
Government website.    
 
I also intend to publish a digital copy of every portfolio table in the main document, not only 
delivering recommendation 44 by publishing more transparent and accessible data than in 
any previous Draft Budget but also meeting our commitments as participant of the Open 
Government Partnership pioneer programme. 
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We have also sought to adopt a slightly different approach to the presentation of the work of 
our Enterprise and Skills Bodies and with regards to Infrastructure Investment.  The two new 
chapters do not double count any subsequent  figures but pilot a different approach to 
presenting themed budgets in light of recommendation 23.   
 
The tables are available at the following hyperlink which will go live at 1430 this afternoon. 
https://stage.beta.gov.scot/budget/ 
 
I hope members of the Committee find this information helpful.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 DEREK MACKAY 
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